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“There can be
no keener
revelation of a
society’s soul
| than the way In
which it treats
its children.”

Nelson Mandela
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DEPARTMENT OF
GENDER STUDIES

Suzanna D. Walters,
Chairperson

Memorial Hall, East 130
H)21 East Third Street
Bloomington, IN 47405

Phone: 812-855-0101
Fax: 812-855-4869

e-maif:

gender@indiana.edy

December 28, 2007

SCL

ATTN: Hearing

PO Box 313

Lake Orion, MI. 48362

Dear SCL, Michigan House Rep. Paul Condino, and other Legislators:

I write to convey my support for Second Chance Legislation for Juveniles, House Bills
4402-4405 and to plead Mr. Antonio Espree-Bey’s (195446) case for parole,

This letter serves as confirmation that in the event that Mr. Espree-Bey is released, I take
full responsibility for ensuring his successful re-entry into society. As one of his closest
relatives, I will provide Antonio with a living environment conducive to his educational,
occupational, personal development. Overall, I am committed to playing a central role in
Antonio’s potential transition from an incarcerated person to a paroled civilian,

First, let me briefly discuss my relationship to Antonio, my background, and my suitability
as a central player in Mr. Espree-Bey’s social transition. I am Antonio’s cousin through
marriage. His mother married my uncle, who raised Antonio during a brief period in his
childhood. Yet, my uncle was convicted of raping another relative and was recently
released from prison after serving thirteen years. He has not seen or spoken to Antonio in
almost twenty years. Antonio’s biological father, who died last year, was never in
Antonio’s life.

Thus, after Antonio’s mother and my uncle divorced, she was faced with the challenge of
raising Antonio and his two brothers as a single parent. But Antonio’s mother, who passed
away in 2001, was an alcoholic. Consequently, as children, Antonio and | spent an
extensive amount of time together because he often came to my house to escape very
difficult circumstances at his home. My mother initiated procedures to adopt Antonio, but
unfortunately, for various reasons, this did not materialize. Not a day goes by that I do not
regret that my mother did not adopt Antonio. I believe that the home in which I grew up,
although it was not perfect, would have created far more positive circumstances for
Antonio,

Many years later, after Antonio’s conviction, Ms. Espree-Banes stopped drinking and was
cading a very productive life, continuously trying to find a way to get a second chance with
Antonio and her other sons. Shockingly, Antonio’s older brother was killed. Later that
same year, their mother’s own untimely death prevented her from rebuilding a relationship
with all of her children. Antonio has a younger brother who has had to weather the storm of
iis entire family dying around him all alone, while having almost no access to his older
srother, Antonio. I have intimate knowledge of Antonio’s experiences because [ have been
1 part of Antonio, his mother, and his siblings’ lives for most of my life. I have always been
nore like a big brother to Antonio than a cousin, And it was only after we had lost contact
with each other during a very brief period in our lives that he got into trouble. Our entire
family has been gripped by drugs, alcohol and violence, and these realities have challenged
both of us in a variety of ways. Fortunately, my experiences have turned out better.



Therefore, it is my hope that Antonio and I can have another chance at our relationship, and
I can be the brother to him that I always wanted to be, but could not because of his

incarceration.

Having cammed a Ph.D. in African American Studies from the University of Caliic..ia-
Berkeley in 2006, 1 am currently an Assistant Professor in Gender Studies and African
American & African Diaspora Studies at Indiana University, Bloomington. Immediately
after completing my doctorate, I was a Chancellor’s Postdoctoral Fellow in Gender and
Women’s Studies at UC-Berkeley. Earlier in my career, I was a professor at the University
of Kentucky and the University of Michigan-Flint.

Throughout my almost twenty year academic career, as both a student and a professor, 1
have taught and mentored numerous students from all walks of life. I have maintained
relationships with some of these students, and I have had the opportunity to observe their
growth. And in most cases, those students who came out of some of the most challenging
childhood situations stand out in my mind as the most successful. It is worth mentioning
that T am actively engaged in a wide range of community activities as an HIV/AIDS
prevention activist. I have never committed a felony, I am drug free, and I only surround
myself with law abiding and socially progressive people. From my extensive knowledge of
Antonio, this is the kind of environment of which he has always wanted to be a part.

If Mr. Espree-Bey were to be paroled, 1 will provide a safe, drug and alcohol-free home and
community for him. He will be surrounded by positive and socially productive people.
Since I am an academic, 1 would strongly encourage and facilitate Antonio’s entrance in a
college/university to complete his degree(s). My professional and community experiences
have garnered me an enormous amount of access to various people and organizatior” ho
can be of assistance to Antonio. More specifically, I will provide and connect . to
treatment and {o other programs that will help ensure his healthy transition into civilian-
hood as well as sustain his overall personal development.

Antonio’s conviction was his first felony ever. And if there is any person that I know who
has learned from such a costly mistake and who is now ready to return to society as a newly
rehabilitated citizen, it is Mr. Antonio Espree-Bey. As an educator and scholar, I encounter
a number of people who come from far less troubled backgrounds than Mr. Espree-Bey, and
I cannot say the same for them. As I am sure it is evident in his file, over the nearly twenty
years of his incarceration, Antonio has traveled on the road of rehabilitation in a variety of
ways. He has been a model inmate and has an exceptional record for someone who came to
prison at the age of sixteen. Because of the extensive amount of time he has spent there, he
has become an elder, so to speak, to some of the younger inmates, offering guidance to
those in need. He has been a stellar employee in Food Services and has achieved many
academic credentials while in prison. Surely, with adequate assistance, this is a testament to
what can be expected of Mr. Espree-Bey in the civilian world.

I want to emphasize that my focus on Antonio’s life and his traumatic childhood
experiences are in no way meant to minimize the profound pain and suffering that Antonio’s
crime has caused the family members of his victim. I reflect on their son’s death with deep
sorrow, and there are no words that can sufficiently express my sympathy. However, it is
my hope that Antonio will be given an opportunity to mitigate these circumstanc~~ by
devoting his life to saving others. Basically, I ask that he be given a second chance t¢  .Id
a new life so that he can be used to intervene in the circumstances that lead large numbers of
people of color to prison, particularly at such a young age. I believe that Antonio is
uniquely positioned to have a positive impact on the perilous outcomes where lives are



destroyed through violence, abuse, criminality, and incarceration.

I hope that this letter captures the extent to which I am committed to Antonio and my inten
to play a positive role in his life. Ultimately, I want to create the proper conditions fo
which Antonio can work in the service of society in exchange for the freedom that his parols
would grant him. If more information is needed, please feel free to contact me by phone a
one of the numbers listed below or via email at baileymm(@indiana.edu

Sincerely,

Marlon M. Bailey M.F.A_, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Gender Studies and African American &
African Diaspora Studies
Department of Gender Studies
Indiana University, Bloomington
Memorial Hall East, Room 130
1021 East Third Street
Bloomington, IN 47405

Office: (812) 855-8255

Home: (317) 885-5327

Cell:  (510) 484-6440






I am not the same person that I was in 1992 when I was 16
years old. I am now 32 years old. Today I am different because
not only do I see where T went wrong and what I did wrong, 1 also
can understand and accept responsibility for myself. I am a
mature woman now. I have tried my best to understand the
circumstances which lead me to prison. I realized after coming
here that I had two choices, I could either stay the same person
who I was or I could change who I was. After the first year of
my incarceration I started to see other people and 1 didn't like
what I saw. Y realized that what I didn't like was who I was! I

as well as group therapy. That has helped me to discover and
relate to the feelings and emotions that 1 had struggled with
before and during this time I have spent in prison.

I began to see the ability and intelligence that lay dormat
within me. I earned my G.E.D. Certificate which gave me enough
confidence to move forward with my education. I earned college
credits shortly after completing my G.E.D. I earned a Career
Tech. Certificate and learned how to start a business and operate
one fully. I am currently taking part in college studies,
cffered by University of Michigan DearBorn.

During my years of incarceration I have learned the value of
life, not only my own but for people in general. I have
developed a deep passion for other people. I am able to give
freely and feel good. I am able to understand the importance of
Laws and consequences.

I have the mature mind of an adult who will Serve a purpose
in life. I have the personal knowledge and eXperisence of being
on both sides.

I will never ignore the mistake that I made almost sixteen
years ago. Everyday I become a better person. I can share my
Situation with others and possibly help some other young person.
As I am a better person because I have learned and lived from my
mistakes, even as an adult.

I'd like to sincerely thank each of Yyou for your time and
consideration to me and my Second Chance. Thank you again.

Jennifer M. Pruitt #234555
Robert Scott Correctional Facility
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IN MAY OF 1990, I WAS A VERY LOST, BROKEN, AND SCARED KID. UP TO THAT POINT, I HAD
ENDUREDD CONSTANT FEAR, DEGRADATION, AND SEVERE SEXUAL, MENTAL, AND PHYSICAL ABUSE. A LITTLE GIRI

DO WHATEVER T WAS TOLD,

MY TRIAL, AT BEST, WAS A BLUR: I WAS INSHOCKOVERWHATHADHAPPENEJTOI'R. COTALING A
THE FACT THAT I WAS INVOLVED. I HAD WITHDRAWN S0 DEEP WITHIN MYSELF THAT IF THE COURTROOM WOULD
HAVE BEGUN TO GRMEE: BRICK-BY-BRICK, T WOULD HAVE BEEN UNAFFECTED. WHAT COULD T HAVE DONE? WHAT
SHOULD I HAVE DONE? MYDﬂJ‘iDDIDN'TEVENFUNCTIONINIHOSETERMSATIT{ETDE. I WAS NOT ALLOWED T

BECAUSEIWANTEDIULIVE, IWASNOWBEII\ESENTTODIE. BEH\EGSENTTOPRISONFORLIFEMEANTM
I Y DID NOT MATTER AND I NEVER DID, JUST LIKE I HAD AIWAYS BEEN TAUGHT. IT WAS CONFIRMATION T(

SIILL HAD THE CONDITIONED MIND TO KEEP MY MOUTH SHUT. IT WASN'T LONG BEFORE I WAS APPROACHED RBY
UARDS WITH SEXUAL ADVANCES. THERE WERE INSTANCES TO WHERE, IT SEEMED THEY FELT ENTITLED TO MAKE
EXUAL COMMENTS AND TO TOUCH ME IN A SEXUAL MANNER. STTLL, I DID NOT TELL BECAUSE I WAS AFRATD OF
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CONTRIBUTION WHEREVER I AM.

I SUBMIT TC THE PANEL THAT MYSELF AND OTHERS CONVICTED AS JUVENILES BE GRANTED SERIOUS
CONSIDERATION FOR A SECOND CHANCE. WE HAVE NOT GIVEN UP, AND WE HUMBLY ASK THAT YOU DO NOT GIVE LU

ON US EITHER.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Bo. il
éiARBARA HERNAﬁsﬁé;;--_.

12-23-07
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December 24, 2007
Dear State Representatives & Senators;

To all concerned parties. Today I sit at Ryan Correctional
Facility as a 36 year old man concerned about the Juvenile Lifers
Bills. In 1987 I came to prison a 15 year old@ little boy
confused, angry, frustrated and much more., Not even understanding
that this is where I would die (PRISON). To immature to
comprehend the seriousness of what the reality of my present
circumstances of life had become.

In the beginning my anger and frustration and my wanting
to prove I was not a young punk took complete control of my
wanting to survive inside of a mad house. A place where only
God can protect you. As I grew, my frustration and anger grew
because the reality had start to sit in that this is where I
would be for the rest of my natural life for something I diad
as a kid and with that statement I am not justifying my crime
Oor my early behavior in prison. My anger and frustration grew,
because I would see grown men who committed the same crime as
I did and would get their crime reduced to 2nd degree and only
receive a 10 to 20 year sentence and I couldn't understand this.
I would ask myself questions like am T such a bad person that
I'11l never get out of here.

As 36 year old man who has been in prison for over 20 years,
I look at the group of young guys coming to prison today and
it brings a tear to my soul because they have NO IDEAL WHAT
THEY HAVE GOTTEN INTO, However as a 15 Year old I wouldn't have
given a damn about them or their victims, There is not a day
that goes by that I don't think about my victim, his family
and friends. The pain I have caused them is something words
can not explain. My apology I offer them and society and I pray
that some day they can forgive me for my crime.

In hind sight, I would have been your straight A student
going on to become a working and productive citizen because
Life is to Precious to abuse it.

State Reps and Senators in closing I ask that you give
me a chance at manhood and forgive me for mny childhood. I also
ask that when considering these bills that you put a 25 year
cap on them and make them retro-active.

If our children are our future then what are we saying
if we give up on them and put them away for the rest of their
life or for 30 or 40 years. When we do this we are saying the
world has no future outside of crime and punishment. Our children
deserve more from us as adults., We should protect them and not

throw them away for making mistakes in life.
Sincer ly,_*
Ll s
a 194329

Aron
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comprehend the seriousness of what the reality of my present
circumstances of life had become.

In the beginning my anger and frustration and my wanting
to prove I was not a young punk took complete control of my
wanting to survive inside of a mad house. A place where only
God can protect you. As I grew, My frustration and anger grew
because the reality had start to sit in that this is where 1
would be for the rest of my natural life for something 1 did
as a kid and with that statement I am not justifying my crime
or my early behavior in prison. My anger and frustration grew,
because I would see grown men who committed the same crime as
I did and would get their crime reduced to 2nd degree and only
receive a 10 to 20 year sentence and I couldn't understand this.
I would ask myself questions like am I such a bad person that
I1'1l never get out of here.

As 36 year old man who has been in prison for over 20 years,
I look at the group of young guys coming to prison today and
it brings a tear to my soul because they have NO IDEAL WHAT
PHEY HAVE GOTTEN INTO. However as a 15 year old I wouldn't have
given a damn about them or their victims. There is not a day
that goes by that I don't think about my victim, his family
and friends. The pain 1 have caused them is something words
can not explain. My apology I offer them and society and I pray
that some day they can forgive me for my crime.

In hind sight, I would have been your straight A student
going on to become a working and productive citizen because
Life is to Precious to abuse it.

State Reps and Senators in closing I ask that you give
me a chance at manhood and forgive me for my childhood. I also
ask that when considering these bills that you put a 25 year
cap on them and make them retro-active.

If our children are our future then what are we saying
if we give up on them and put them away for the rest of their
life or for 30 or 40 years. When we do this we are saying the
world has no future outside of crime and punishment, Our children
deserve more from us as adults. We should protect them and not

throw them away for making mistakes in life,
Sgncerely
ok AN
ron Kna 194329



December 24, 2007
Dear State Representatives & Senators;

To all concerned parties. Today I sit at Ryan Correctional
Facility as a 36 year old man concerned about the Juvenile Lifers
Bills. In 1987 I came to prison a 15 year old 1little boy
confused, angry, frustrated and much more. Not even understanding
that this is where I would die (PRISON). To immature to
comprehend the seriousness of what the reality of my present
circumstances of 1life had become.

In the beginning my anger and frustration and my wanting
to prove I was not a young punk took complete control of my
wanting to survive inside of a mad house. A place where only
God can protect you. As I grew, my frustration and anger grew
because the reality had start to sit in that this is where I
would be for the rest of my natural life for something I did
as a kid and with that statement I am not Justifying my crime
or my early behavior in prison. My anger and frustration grew,
because I would see grown men who committed the same crime as
I did and would get their crime reduced to 2nd degree and only
receive a 10 to 20 year sentence and T couldn't understand this,
I would ask myself questions like am I such a bad person that
I'll never get out of here.

As 36 year old man who has been in prison for over 20 years,
I look at the group of young guys coming to prison today and
it brings a tear to my soul because they have NO IDEAL WHAT
THEY HAVE GOTTEN INTO. However as a 15 year old I wouldn't have
given a damn about them or their victims. There is not a day
that goes by that I don't think about my victim, his family
and friends. The pain I have caused them is something words
can not explain. My apology I offer them and society and I pray
that some day they can forgive me for my crime,

In hind sight, I would have been your straight A student
going on to become a working and productive citizen because
Life is to Precious to abuse it.

State Reps and Senators in closing I ask that you give
me a chance at manhood and forgive me for my childhood. I also
ask that when considering these bills that you put a 25 vyear
cap on them and make them retro-active,

If our children are our future then what are we saying
if we give up on them and put them away for the rest of their
life or for 30 or 40 years. When we do this we are saying the
world has no future outside of crime and punishment, Our children
deserve more from us as adults. We should protect them and not
throw them away for making mistakes in life.

Sincer ly,_1L
A 132G
Aron a 194329



December 24, 2007
Dear State Representatives & Senators;

To all concerned parties. Today I sit at Ryan Correctional
Faclility as a 36 year old man concerned about the Juvenile Lifers
Bills. In 1987 I came to prison a 15 year old 1little boy
confused, angry, frustrated and much more. Not even understanding
that this is where I would die (PRISON). To immature to
comprehend the seriousness of what the reality of my present
circumstances of life had become.

In the beginning my anger and frustration and my wanting
to prove I was not a young punk took complete control of my
wanting to survive inside of a mad house. A place where only
God can protect you. As I grew, my frustration and anger grew
because the reality had start to sit in that this is where I
would be for the rest of my natural life for something I did
as a kid and with that statement I am not justifying my crime
or my early behavior in prison. My anger and frustration grew,
pbecause 1 would see grown men who committed the same crime as
I did and would get their crime reduced to 2nd degree and only
receive a 10 to 20 year sentence and I couldn't understand this.
I would ask myself questions like am I such a bad person that
I'1l1 never get out of here.

As 36 year old man who has been in prison for over 20 years,
1 look at the group of young guys coming to prison today and
it brings a tear to my soul because they have NO IDEAL WHAT
THEY HAVE GOTTEN INTO. However as a 15 year old I wouldn't have
given a damn about them or their victims. There is not a day
that goes by that I don't think about my victim, his family
and friends. The pain I have caused them is something words
can not explain. My apology I offer them and society and 1 pray
that some day they can forgive me for my crime.

In hind sight, I would have been your straight A student
going on to become a working and productive citizen because
Life is to Precious to abuse it.

State Reps and Senators in closing I ask that you give
me a chance at manhood and forgive me for my childhood. I also
ask that when considering these bills that you put a 25 year
cap on them and make them retro-active.

If our children are our future then what are we saying
if we give up on them and put them away for the rest of their
life or for 30 or 40 years. When we do this we are saying the
world has no future outside of crime and punishment. Our children
deserve more from us as adults. We should protect them and not

throw them away for making mistakes in life.
ncerely
‘;ﬂwd z/mﬂi*‘ R
ron Kna 194329
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Second Chance Legislation
Attn: Hearings

P.O. Box 313
Lake Orion, Mi. 48362

12/21/07
To whom it ®may concern;

I have no idea as to the effect of my opinion, but I feel my
opinion should matter the most to some one or those thats serious
about making a change. My name is Carl Neal jr. I'm one of the

22 of those 39 Years have been in prison for crimes that I didn't
commit, T know that-thats everybody's song and dance up under
these circumstances, but we all can't be dancing to a lie!!

As a matter of fact, the lawyer thats helping me and knows the
truth is right in your neighborhood, has name ig Michael Skinner,
27 East Flint Street, Lake Orion, Mi. You may have heard of him?
I'm sure he would be glad to break everything down to youw about
how my life was taken wrongfully. but I don't want this to be
about me, I just want it to be known how strongly I feel about
these House Bills 4402-4405 being past and why!! Everyone deserves
4 second chance, especially, if there innocent. If some don't
come soon and put some guide lines down, things are really going
to get crazy in the next ten years. My name still mean something
in the streets of Detroit, although I'm 4 completely different
person from that boy that was taken off the streets 22 years ago,
I have learn things about myself and life that I had to give myself
achance to grow into and now that I think I have, I'm in no
position to give back, My son and 1little brother, who are both
17 years old will listen to me and so will all ctheir friends,
I know that might not be much but its a start and this is how
I know I can be of some use on the streets.. I'm trying to get
Several projects started at this institution I'm at now; Programs
like a "Out Reach and Conflict Resolution program” within the
institution.

Well I don't want to take up too much of Your time, I just wanted
to vwrite and let you know I'm for the passing of House Bills 4402-

Carl Neal 185182
Muskegon Corr. Fac,
2400 S. Sheridan 49442
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Majiled to: SCL
ATTN: HEARING

P.0. Box 313
Lake Orion, MI 483672

Dated: December 18, 2007

I'm Mr. Robert I.. Whitfield #225772, a NOw (31 year old) Juve-
nile Lifer convict, who ig currently detained at the Muskegon Corr-
ectional Facility. T've been incarceratdd since the date of my ar-

rest (on January 24,.1992), at the Age of 15. Meaning, that on
(January 24, 2008) I would have been Tocked up for 16 YEARS.

I'm a born and raised Lansing, Michigan resident, that initial-
ly had NO CRIMINAL RECORD, before my being convicted in Ingham Cou-
nty, for 1st Degree Felony Murder; Assaulft with intent to commit
Murder; and Felony Firearm. Although I admit to, before this case,
of having been immersed in aspects of indulgence in the (buying,
selling, & USAGE) of Marijuana. Which later led to Co~Defendants
and I attempting a Drug Transaction/Robbery (of 1 Pound of Weed),
that ultimately evolved to the late Mr, Joseph Kuchar being fatally
shot (ONCE), and also Mr. Gary Fuller being shot at and grazed

(ONCE) .

In my case, and in TRUTH, the record reflects that I never

made a statement or testified. So as of now, I want to admit, in

the name of God, that "I was the ACTUAL SHOOTER, back then (1992)."

But T also give my WORD (in respect of the Victims) that "I had NO
L]

et

INTENTIONS of killing anyone!!! My Co-Defendants and I never pre-

meditated or talked about taking anyones life. It was just shooting

-

that quickly occurred, during our immature reative foolish discretion
(used as MINORS), upon realizing that the Robbery was going to sham-
bles (having yet obtained the DRUGS we had came for).

I honestly believe that young children (JUVENILES) as myself,
who've made the detrimental mistake of taking someone/or others life,
(in a Felonious Offense committed), should be granted and worthy of
a SECOND CHANCE. Especially in the case of thenm having actually
changed & matured, as still positively developing YOUNG ADULT,

Speaking specifically on behalf of myself; I'm sorry for my prior
actions as a 15 Year 01d child, in being the cause of a HUMAN LIFE
BEING TAKEN. Now as an Adult, I take full responsibility & account-
anility for such, and am highly remorseful and sympathizing towards
the agony suffered by the FAMILY of the deceased.

A wise man once said, in the name of God, that "If our children
can't change the environment, then the environment will ultimately
change our children."

I'm living proof, of once being a child of my city environment,
that changed me for the worst, but since 1993 up until now, I've
truly repented to God and have CHANGED & REFORMED for the BEST
(better), and am a testator (and example) of how wrong decisions

can become of detriment to not only one's own life, but also others.



To lock us JUVENILES away and throw away the Key, is a severe
Unconstitutional Injusticel!!!!!!

Today, as a respectful YOUNG MAN, I in respect of the legisla-
tion, extend my earmest plea of your Favoring and Passing the pro-
posed JUVENILE BILLS. Thank you.

Sincerely,

T olond T AT 1

Mr. Robert L. whitfigld
Prisoner No.: 22577
Muskegon Correctional Facility

2400 S. Sheridan Drive
Muskegon, MI 49442-6240




My name is Yusef Qualls-Fl. T have bheen incarcerated gince 1995, when
I was 16 years old, I was tried and convicted of two counts of first degree
murder, attempted murder, home invasion and felony firearm. By way of a jury,
1 was found guilty on all charges on the aiding % ahetting theory, in front
of Judge Wendy Baxter.

Prior to this case, I had alsoc had a juvenile history, which included
an original charge of carjacking/armed robbery, which was later dropped down
to a unlawfully driving away an automobile because the steering columb was
broken, which would've meant that I stole the car, but not by force.

Also in 1994, T was expelled from school for bringing a gun to school,
In this situation, another student was found with a gun ar his home and on
the weekend., He told his mother that he got the gun from me while we were
in school, I was expelled from school, but no charges were brought against
Me since there wasg nothing that proved I had ever even seen the gun in
question,

During the sentencing process of this case, those two instances were
used against me to show a pattern of assaulrive behavior. In neither case
mentioned, was there any violence involved and in the matter of bringing a
gun into the school, it was never evem an issue that could have heen hrought
against me in court because nobody ever saw me with the gun that they found
on this other student, I refused to tell the administration anything about
what, if anything T knew about the gun, so that T woulda't be called a rat,
and they expelled me from school for that.

In the case that I am incarcerated for now, I accompanied two other people
to a house that wag unfamiliar to me and three people were shot. Two of those
people who were shot, died as a result of those sun shots., One of the people
lived. From witness testimony and from phtsical evidence, there wasg only one
shooter. Witnesses even testified that they saw me arguing with the person
doing the shooting. They heard him ask how come T wasn't doing anything,

I was a known car thief who was agked by an older frient, to take him
home. My car wasn't running by the time he was ready to go, so I knew of s
car around the corner, that had been stolen before and was never fixed, so
it was easy to get, Never was it my intention to get involved in a murder
that night. I had never been involved 1in anything like that hefore, T don't
think that I would've put myself in that position, Lives were lost and that

is something that I have to live with for the rest of my life, T truly believe



that if T would've known that there was the intent to shoot and kill someone,
I would have never been there.

The prosecutor painted a picture of me that was not substantiated by
anything. It was said that 1 was this violent yeuth who didn't respect anything
or anyone. The jury believed it, but the judge said "The fury rendered their
decison which actually surprised me. 1 knew that Mr. Brown had done a very
effective job and T thought that you'd at least =et a sympathy verdict of
something less that first degree, but they didn't. And the sentence 1is

1

mandatory.”" She also stated, "Obviously Mr. Qualls is amenable to juvenile

" That was countered by "Despite the juvenile's potential for

treatment.
treatment, the nature of his delinquent behavior is likely to render hin
dangerous to the public when released at age 21." This delinquent behavior
was never more serious that a stolen car, [ had never been a treat to anyones
physical wellbeing. This is what my charges before this case shoved,

Still I was sent to prison for what the judge called "past assaultive
behavior”. Nothing on my record showed that. On this case, [ stole a car %
that was the extent of my involvement % willing participation.

At the time that this case took place, I was 16 years old & T had left
the protection % guidance of my parents. T was hanging out with older peaple,
but my decision making process was still that of a child., I had no
responsibilities to be held accountable for but in the eyes of the Judge who
sentenced me, I was not only responsible for myself, 1 was also responsible
for the actions of those around me as well.

When JUSTICE is left in the hands of judges, their charge is to do what
is right. Sometimes what is right isn't what is popular. At 106 years old,
I didn't know this. As a JUDGE it should be known. If as a judge, you %o on
record with the opinion that you were surprised at the guilty verdict of a
jury in your courtroom, you have the power to do something about it, it is
your responsibility to do what is right.

T am truly sorry for the untimely loss of lives % the part, however small
I played. T am sorry that the victims family have to live without those people
in their lives. This is something that 1 have to live with for the rest of
my days no matter where 1 am. There should have been justice in this case
too. But was it just to send me to prison for the rest of my life when you
don't even believe that I should have been found guilty? Is it justice to

call me violent when I have never bheen violent to anyone?



At 16 years old, T hadn't made up my mind about my life. I didn't %now
if I wanted to stay in the streets or if T wanted to go back home to my
parents., [ was scared of the disappointment that I know that my parents had
in me. I wanted to face it, but T hadn't done it yet. Tf T would've made 3
decision to take a life, then this sentence wouild mean something different.
But at 16 some decisions are just not really in your grasp of understanding,
At 16 you place yourself in situations without really understanding it. It
is only when you look back on decisions you've made i the past, that you see
Jjust how wrong your thought process can be in your youth, Tn a casge like mine,
they say that I shouldn't even bhe allowed to have the oppertunity te show
that T now understand how to make a decision taking into account the
consequences of those decisions., I was a child who made bad decisions and

I shouldn not have to pay for them with my life,

Yusef Oualls-EL






WEDNESDRY: DECEMBER 25,2007
DEAR LADIES & GENTLEREN OF THE HOUSE ,
AUDICIAL COAAITTEE,, T0 WHOM IT MAY CONCERA,,

A FARE IS SHERUIN "SCOTT* ACAILLAN, I Am A4 34 YEAR OLD AAN
THAT WAS CONVICTED OF A CRIAE AND SENT 76 PRISOA 47 THE AGE
OF 17 YEARS 0LD.,.,

L HAVE BEEN IN HERE WOW ALMOST 20 YEARS STRAIT.,

L WANT JOU ALL 70 KNOW THAT THIS IS ONE OF, IF wo7 THE AOST
LAPORTANT LETTERS THAT I HAVE EVER WRITTEN IN AY TINE OF BEING
ACRE, S$O PLEASE BARE WITH ME AS I DO Ay BEST 70 EXPRESS 700
Jou ALL WHAT THIS BILL AEANS NOT ONLY 70 e Bu7 70 OTHER
JUVENILES OUT IN OUR SOCIETY THAT AAy BE IN DANGER OF COMMITTING
OR MAKING THE VERY SAME BAD CHOICE THAT I AY SELF DID IN Ay
SITUATION.,.,.,

I WAS CONVICTED OF 2 COUNTS OF FIRST DEGREE CSC ALONG WITH
FOUR OTHER ADULT AEN!!! ,
I RECEIVED 2 CHARGES FROM THE SAAE CASE AND GIVEN, LIFE oNE
COUNT 1 AND 80 70 150 ON COUNT 780..,

I RAVE GOTTEN NOTHING BUT 5 YELAR FLOPS ON Ay LIFE PAROLE
HEARING, BU7 WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE WHEN  THE 30 YEAR
SENTENCE IS A DEATH SENTENCE I7 SELF!1!

I WILL NOT RETRY AY CASE BEFORE you ALL BUT I AM NOT GUILTY
AND I NEVER RAVE BEEN ..,

L DO WANT you AND THE PuUBLIC 70 KNO® THAT I HAVE AND NEVER HAVE
BEEN IDENTIFIED ON THIS CASE AS ONE OF THE ASSAILANTS By THE

HAD JURISDICTION OVER THIS CASE BUT STILL HEARD THE CASE, KE
IS NOT AND WAS NOT A CHIEF JUDGE TO HAVE THE POWER 70, APPOINT
RIA SELF A CASE, ANY ONE OUT THERE THAT CAN OR IS WILLMTO HELP
SHED SOAE LIGHT AND OR ASSIST Ay ATTORNEY IN DOING SO WITH
REGARDS 70 AY PLIGHT I 8EG YOUR RELP?
THERE IS A PLETHORA OF ISSUES IN AY CASE THAT I anm SURE THOSE
OF 40U THAT ARE CONCERNED SITH THIS BILL Y0ULD BE INTERESTED
IN KNOWING WITH REGARDS 7O HOW THINGS CAN AND HAVE BEEN A TOTAL
ALSCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE AND YET SOME HOW, AY LIFE WAS ENDED AND
CONSIDERED IRREDEEMABLE AT THE MERE AGE OF 177

L WANT 70 ADD LADIES AND GENTLEREN THAT I HAD ONLYy BEEN
17 FOR 12 DAYS PRIOR TO THE CRIAE I AR ACCUSED OF TAKING PLACE.,.,

Ir I an GUILTY ®F THIS CRIRE,, KNOW THAT IN NO WAy po [
REAN TO SUGGEST TuAT AY AGE SHOULD EXONERATE ME OF TRIS CRIME
OR OF THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT I wOULD POSSESS, I JUST WANT 70
STAND BEFORE you TODAY AS A AATURE ADULT AND STATE 70 you
THAT I KNOW FOR A FACT 7THAT 70 SEND AL Away FO THE REST 0F
AY NATURAL LIFE AND NOT GIVE NE A SECOND CRANCE 70 GROW UP AND
TRULY UNBERSTAND WHAT LIFE WAS REALLY ABOHT WAS A VERY EGREGIOUS
ALSTAKE! !



SHOULD I OR ANY B0DYy THAT COAALTTED SUCH A CRIAE  BE
PUNISHED? YES AND I WOULD BE THE FIRST 70 SAY THIS BECALSC
ALTHOUGH I WAS NOT LETS SAY A CHARLES ARNSON OUT IN THE TFREC
WORLD, I WAS NOT A ANGLE BY ANY ONES STANDARDS BUT WERL IT NOT
FOR My RAVING THE CHANCE 70 BE SAT DOWN AND GLVING SOME TIAC

70 GROW UP, ONLY GOD KAOWS WHERE I WOULD BE, .y

I CAN AND I WILL SAY THAT I HAVE GROWN up, I HAVE REALIZED
THE ERA OF MY WAYS AS A YOUNG NAN BECAUSE NOW I AR A AAN!!!

I AA NOT THE SAAE BOY THAT I WAS 20 YEARS AGO, I WOULD
NEVER MAKE THE SAME CHOICES AND OR DECISIONS THAT I MADE BACK
THEN AND I DO NOT THINK THAT ANY OF you ALL LISTENING T0 Ny
WRITTEN TESTIAONY WOULD EITAER?

I DO NOT WISH TO ALLOW MY PERSONAL SITHUATION 70 CLOUD MY
ABILITY 70 LET Ay PAIN CRY OUT FIRST FOR THE YOUKG BOYS AND
GIRLS THAT ARE FACING THE SAME SITUATION IF NOT WORSE THLN THAT
OF Ay OWN AND I WANT yOU ALL 70 KNOW THAT THE SOCIETY THAT you
ALL GREW 4P IN IS NOTHING LIKE THAT OF THE ONE THAT I WAS GIVEN,,
NOR IS IT THE SAAE FOR THOSE THAT CAAE AFTER AE.

AANY OF THE YOUNG BOYS OUT THERE TODAY ARE GROWING UP LA
SINGLE FAMILY HOAES, THEY HAVE NG STRONG AALE FIGURES 70 SHOW
THER THE TRUE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WRONG AND RIGHT, THEIR AOTHERS
CAN ONLY SKOW TNER SO AUCH ABOUT BEING A MAN OR A MATURC THINKING
YOUNG BOYS yoru | ) | , |

I 700 UAS WITH OUT A DAD! WHEN HE DID SHow uP IN MY LIFC,
HE CHOSE TO COAAIT SUICIDE AND THAT T00K I7S TOLL ON AC AS A
YOUNG MAN feye o

I NEVER KNEW WHO I WAS, I 700 WAS TRYING HARD 70 FIND MY
OuN IDENTITY AND A LOT OF THE TIAE, THIS IS WHAT AOST YOUNG
AEN DO, THEY TURN 70 THE STREETS AND THEY BECOME WAAT 1 HAD
BECAAE AND THAT IS: I BECAME WHAT THE STREETS AADE AE, A PRODUCT
OF MYy ENVIRONAENT ..,
70DAy DAY I AM WHAT GOD MADE ME T0 BE A CARING UNDERSTANDING
PERSON, A MORE COAPASSIONATE RUAAN BEING THAT UNDERSTANDS NOT
ONLy THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RIGHT AND WRONG BUT THE AEANING
AND CONSEQUENCES OF AY ACTIONS. o

50, I SAY 70 40U LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THERE ARE THOSE
OF US, THAT ARE NOT THROW AWAYS OR ARE SO RUINED FROA OAC BAD
ACT OR ONE BAD CHOICE THAT WE SHOULD BE THROWN IN HERE AND FOR
GOTTEN ABOUT yerar

THIS WAS My VERYy FIRST RUN IN WITH TRE LAW AND WHAT MADL
THE JUDGE GIVE ME THE TIAE THAT HE DID? I DO NOT KNOW!

I DO WANT you ALL 70 FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT I HAVE AORE
REAQRSE FOR THE VICTIA IN THIS CASE AND ANY CASE THEN I COULD
EVER EXPRESS ON PAPER OR IN THE FORM 0F A LETTER ButT I STILL

WE WERE CHARGED AS ADULTS, SHOULD NO DOUBT BE GIVEN THE SECOAD
CHANCE T0 PROVE TO YOU AND OUR SELVES AND THE WORLD THAT AANY
OF US CAN BE SAFELY RELEASED BACK INT0 SOCIETY WHILE WE STILL
HAVE A4 GOOD QUALITY OF LIFE 70 LIVE AS ADULTS, §O THAT WE MIGAT
3C ABLE T0 ENJOY THE VIRTUES OF LIFE THAT OUR FATHER GOD HAD



INTENDED FOR US TO LIVE ANY WAY AND NOT 70 FORGET, GIVE SOMETHING
BACK 70 OUR FELLOW MAN.,

JES WE AUST PROTECT OUR SOCIETY BUT IN THIS WORLD WE AUST
ALSO PROTECT OUR CHILDREN!! |
HO CAILD IS BORN BAD, AOST ARE CONDITIONED 70 THE PLACES THEY
ARE PRIVY T0 LIVE: I COULD VERY EASILY OF BEEN YOUR CHILD..
T0n 15, 20 YEARS IS MORE THEN ENOUGH TIAE FOR ANY PARENT 70
SUFFER WITH OUT KIS OR HER CRILD..,

L AAKE TRIS STATERENT NOT 70 SAY LETS FORGET OUR VICTIAS
BUT BECAUSE WE ARE TALKING ABOUT CHILDREN NOT EVEN ALLOWED 70
VOTE, 70 BuYy LIGUOR AT THE STORE OR ENTER THE SERVICE 70 SERVE
TALS GREAT NATLON, 4Oou CAN NOT BilY CIGARETTES, THERE IS A REASON
FOR TALS AND THAT IS BECAUSE, WE AP YOU THE PEOPLE HAVE DELAED
TAEMWOT RESPONSIBLE ENOUGH TO DO THESE THINGS:
CLEARLY, LT IS BECAUSE THEIR AMINDS ARE UNDER DEVELOPED AND SO
IN CLOSNG LABIES AN GENTLEMEN [ PLEAD WITH 4OU 70 UNDERSTAND
TRAT IF YOU SUPPORT THIS BILL YOU WILL NOT ONLY BE DOING WHAT
LS RIGHT AND FAIR BUT you JUST AIGHT BE SAVING SGAE ONE you
ANOW WHO'S CHILD ALGHT MAKE THE SAME ALSTAKES AS SOAE OF us,
BECAUSE NO ONE IS ABOVE A POOR CHOICE OR EVEN A DRINK AWAY FROM
A BAD CALL..

WITH ALL ELSE SAID AND DONE I WOULD LIKE T0 WISH you ALL
A VERY RERRY-X-MAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR...,
THARK 40U FOR YOUR TIME AND YOUR UNDERSTANDING
SINCERELY: SHERWIN *SCOTT* MCALLLAN

201615¢ 141 FIRST ST.
COLDYATER,MICH 4903







MR. LARRY IRVIN $248894
Juvenile lifer
MUSKEGON CORR. FAC.
2400 s. SHERIDAN RD.
MUSKEGON, MICH. 49442-6298

{ DECEMBER 21,2007)

SECOND CHANCE LEGISLATION
(LEGISLATOR)
ATTN: HEARING

P.O0. BOX 313
LAKE ORION, MICH. 48362

Dear Legislator,

May the arrival of this letter find you in the Best of conditions,
Mentally, physically as well as Emotionally® and if not, then
may this letter find you comfortably embraced in the Loving
and Protective arms of 'God'.........,

First and foremost, I wvould like to say that thig is truly
an honor for me to present this letter to You, now I know that
your time is very, very short, so I'm going to say what I have
to say and let you attend to the more important things..........

I'm writing you this letter to let You know that I am a
Juvenile Lifer, that needs a second chance at Life and would
like to see you pass (House Bills~4402 and 4405), so that 1
May get that second chance at Life. I support these Bills because
my life depends on them..........

I would like to share this with you before I ¢ [« S

What ia 1life? To live is to struggle, life would not be
worth 1living without struggling. Look through my eyes for a
gecond, what I gsee without a struggle is nothing. I mean when
there's no struggle, there's nothing to look forward to, no
goals to achieve..........

I must leave You for now but I will leave you just as 1
have came, with Love and Support in my Heart. I thank you in
advance for your time.

Sincerely,
LARRY IRVIN






Tuesday; December 25,2007

Dear Ladles & Gentlemen of the House of Representatives
Judicial Coamittee,

Hello, my name is Bosie Smith, an on behalf of my love ones and friends,
we would like to wish you and your family the best of holiday season wishes. T
vrite you this letter because as I sit here within the Correctional Facility
of Coldwater, I can honestly say that 1 am blessed and within a unique
position to be akle to address my congress person's of the state about not
only my eituation, rather many more whom were or will be juveniles when
entering the M.D.0.C.

Being an individuval whom the current legislative bills you're holdimg a
bearing at this moment on is @irectly concerning, some would deem me as being
of a bias disposition, however T assure you that I will not allow such a
prejudice to impair my views vhen it comes to Justice. So, allow me to start
by giving you a short scope of my sitvation; I was a young individual of
gixteen (16) years old when I made the mistake that brought much rpain and
heartache tc not only my family, but the decease family as well by allowing
the emotions of FEAR and ANGER to overwhelm my being so much to the point of
me cormitting the act that would result in a person locsing his 1life, which is
scmething that I pray for forgiveness of each and everyday. Like most children
of this age range, misplaced emotions that aren't checked often leads to
disaster in one form or ancther. In my situvation, it came in the form of this
adult and I fighting, an out of fear of him tringing more harm than already
inflected, he was stabbed in the chest. T troly regret that day being apart of
history and a page within my 1ife book, however from that day, it has hrought
about a change that has made me a better person. I now have a deeper
appreciation for life and maintain a peacefulness akout myself that allows me
to be at peace with others and my surroundings, deterring acts of aggression
or violence with communicating and calmmess, an ability as a child I admit, T
lacked.

These Leglslative Bills are heaven sent in my eyes because it became the
volce of the orphaned souls whom lost there way at a young age. I support
these Bills because they address the actual mechanisws that make Justice a
working presence which all men/women shall and must rely on. During the time
of my regretful act, many were of the mindset that children whom commit such
acts should be treated as ADULTS which isg understandable, I respect their
views of that time, however none gave serious attention to these children
mental maturity, 1iving conditions or the circumstances surrounding such
actions. It is fimmly my position that young people whom fing themselves in
these circumstances should be punished, but alsc rehabilitated. T've learned
from my entering the M.D.0.C. that this agency was geared towards correcting
the behaviors and mentalities of persons whom placed the value of the public
safety and society in jeopardy, however such programs that vere instrumental
to these objectives being geined is long in the past so a person must
irdividually work on those areas that affected his/her behavior and mentality
while here if bettering themselves should be what they would like to do for
themselves to become a better persen and hopefully, one day a faithful member
of thelr cormunity and society as a whole again, and I'm proud to say that
I've captured these things that has bettered my behavior and mentality vhile
incarcerated, such as morals, rrinciples, integrity and a healthy spiritual
awarenese that bas enriched my life and those whom I come in contact with
because I truly feel that redemption isn't gained until one has used their



experience to better another’s life, vhich I have been engaged in and would
1ike to become apart of by becoming a mentor, sharing my experience with
children, arming them with understanding in hopes that such efforts will
promote more youth to become ambassadors of this plight, championing this
cause.

1 know that there are many in the same sitvation whom had many hardships
and obstacles that children just shouldn't have to deal with, however
understanding that this is the facts for many individuals whom these bills
affect, I appeal to the humanitarian within you all, and the public service
whom you must protect, not just for myself, bwt for the many young people whom
might take such a drastic step in the future, please consider that although
there is a sense acknowledging right from wrong, childrem aren't armed with
that experience in fully understanding the consequences that follow wrong oOr
bad choices. This is not to marginalize or take away from the hurt and pain
many of us has caused the familles of the deceased, as well as our own, but
soclety as a whole. T am of the belief that properly addressing these issues
will restore the morals on which the foundation of our country wvas built that
the international commmnity believes America has lost, and at the sape tire
instill hope for the future generations that as Adults, ve will not give up or
turn our racks on them.

As a 32 year old man today, I only wish that I would have truly known
better, however T am responsible for that which I did as a chila.
Nevertheless, that child has become a man, and as a man I plead to all
affected by this, directly or indirectly and you 211 as a legislative body to
give the children of toworrow a Second Chance today an utiiize the past ag a
means of correctirg the present.

Respectfu{ly P .
ok il



Sunday; December 23,2007
Dear Second Chance Legislation,

Hello dear friends, how are you all doing? I write you
in regards to the latest letters you all send out, which T
got from arother individval here with me at this facility
that I'm addressing. First ang foremost, T would 1like to
congratulate you all on in your latest success dealing with
the hearing which has heen scheduled for the juvenile hiile.

I have wrote @ letter which T hoepe can be utilized
during the course of the hearing in being read, however T
know that such a decision depends on what you guys think of
it's contents. Alsc, T have passed this information on to
family members in hopes that they will be contacting you all
to attend and hopefully give testimony on my behalf. Again,
I would like to commeng you all on the job well done,
however I know that this isn't the final step in reaching
the destiny that we sesk. T would 1like to thank you all for
your tiredless efforts that You've put forth thus far and
the continual work TI'm confident you all will centinue until
this issue comes to pass. Fnclosed iz a copy of my letter to
bresent at the hearing, T would like to wish you all on the
behalf of ny family members and friends a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year. Untii receiving further irformation
from you concerning how things went, may GOD bless yeur

efforts and smile on our sincerity.

Sincer 1},
6@4 1 d
th-El

Posie Sm






Robert S. Prince #320502
Ryan Correctional Facility
17600 Ryan Road
Detroit, Michigan 48212

December 28, 2007
To Whom it may concern:

I would 1like to Thank all the supporters, members and
legislators of the Second Chance Legislation for the Juvenile
Lifers Bills.

I feel my life is held in the balance of the outcome
cencerning the passage of the Juvenile bills, because at the
time of my incarceration I vas 17 years of age. A time vhere
I dida't weight the outcome of my decisions, Now at 25 I sjit
in prison with the maturity I lacked as a child., The maturity
to make the right decisions and the understanding of what 1life
means., As I look back I only can wish that By victim and their
family can understand that I was only a child not fully
comprehending the seriousness of my actions. Today I apologize
te my victim, the family, friends and the world. I sincerely
pray that I can be forgiven by God, them and the world,

Today I understand that wve all make mistakes and the only
mistake or crime that can not be re-paid is the lost of someone
life. wWith this understanding, it is my duty to help as many
people as I can to understand the importance of how beautiful,
precious and worthy 1life is. Through this, maybe I can reach
Someone and keep them from making the wrong choices or decisions
in their lives. So many of our young people 14, 15, 16, 17 &
18 years of age are lost, unfortunately misguided by the wrong
people. People they feel are their friends and hero's. From
being one of those children years ago I say please stop giving
up on the children, but give them help and assistance towards
a better life. We can reach our children and prison isn't the
answer., 25 Years is a long time. Please consider putting this
into these bills as a cap and give all the children wvho were
left behind because we as society gave up on them by putting
them in prison for the rest of their lives or for 20 and 30
years. Please pass the juvenile bills and make them retro-active
while considering those juvenile incarcerated for parole,

Thank You for hearing my thoughts and most important,
remembering a child deserves to be treated as a chilgd and net
an adult.

Sincerely, Robert S. Prince






December 22, 2007

From: Alberto Numez-BEY 2247504
Kinross Correctional Facility
166770 Matertower Drive
Kinchelo=, Michigan 407RF

To: Deh Labelle
Second Chance Legislaturs

22% M, Main St Ste-3up — —
Arn Arbor, Michigan 43104

Re: Juvenile Bilis

Hella. Thank you for your advocacy in the refarm of +he Juvenile Bills. I am
in support of i+ az well, Not only bhecavse I am an ipmate whey will he
effected hy it directly,

There is not only the issue of sentencing at hand for myself or athers.
Great yrgency is needed in finding =nlution to dezl with problems of the
vouth. It is understood that if at eny time any one person commits a crime in
this society, stete, or country, they shall be tried in g fair trial. There
are other avenues that should be considerad other than prisan under a long
indeterminate sentence for juveniles.

I am serving 20 years to 40 years for second degree murder. At the time
of my offense T was 15 vears old. Mow I am 30 years old. Prison was not what
helped me become a man. A man that practices reason, morals, decency. It was
Utilizing my *ime to educate myself. Having the support of inmates, teachers,
and my family was what has guided me to he a better humanbeing.

Now in recent years I have seen the populstion of the orison system
become younger. that is mnst astonishing is the lack of efucation that thess
Young men have. Thay are illiterats tp almost every subject of our educaticn
system. Not to menticn the stories of ahuse, neglect, drug abuse that has
l1eft  them peychologically unstable. T helieve that they are in need of
Psychotherapy more than a prison sentence.,

The M.D.0.T. has changed drastically in 15 vears., The purponse of the
sentence was to e2durate and rehabilitate. these days the programs that helped
an individual then, are no lorger being available now. Little by little
Programs are being removed for +he reason of, Budget Crisis. So now we have
inmates, especially young ores, that have nothing to do hut wither away to
reszntment and prepare to become carzer criminais.

This Ietter is in hope that we as a grest state consider the future of
UT youth he hetter thap what past generations have or could haye treaned of.
Frisam is aot the answer. Let us 211, collectively t'avelop a better course of
8Ction to deal with the vouth of our communitiecs. We must focus on our
educational system not pur prison system.

50 please support the Juvenile Bill's. Thank you very much.

PEerctfully,
- . Munaz-Bey

#24L 2584
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beazr sCL, .

My muna .I.B Fredarick McKinney, 4 am CuUrxrently incaxcerated at the
Byan Gex:ect.\cnal Facailaty anp betroit, Michigan. At the ags ?t 17 1
wag lantencad ¢ a mandatory L.W.0.P. TOor a murdex in 1993. "

For_many, the ysar ot zuys marks twhe dawbing o©f a new day. It
will tzshax 1A wmany Lkew things iacluding opportunities t0}vantuze
i1ato unexplﬁkzed LerKitvries of Lize @Xpanding upon axpafa.ances.
including esg‘abllahxng the ulmost Kandatory new raso;utxons:m.\xkxng
@ Degxinnlny ©f lite ayaiun, 80 LU Bpwak, for the purLose ot}; making
corrections ti Hlstaxes, f&poliinuy what opeeas t¢ bea faixed ’t@nnd not
blMpiy snx;n'ﬁ ® Change newos 0 be maae but actuaisy putting zorea
an etfyxt YO Priny thie aesire anto frulvion,

Unxoztunathy tor me at 3§ tears of age, the Yeoar of .ﬂuéu Qrawg
L cClousar ta"f‘.tna PFOLlLBY where LY Ysears of fresdom hava naaxlr bean
tqual&—;ﬂu tOo my calendar Years ot Livanyg ap PIrson. Thais Upcominy
Year will na..rx the 13th tovarcs a l1i1fe ssntence. . f%

My yurg.ose I0r wrating thais .lﬂt.“e: A% net wo aoadge ’:onponlszlzty
ftor néet 1 vas convicted 0f, Dbut to remind any who oppose the
auppo:é of tha Pasming of the Juvenils brii. Thome of usiwno are
trappea ip t,fus ¥en are waitiang vo ahow SQCLlety that our raso.l.ut.u:vns
nave batn made lonyg ago and we' V& dadicated curselves to ch mge, nog

for t.he Sakea ot Baying i1t - put determined tg PIOVE OQuX aeif worth

H 7

wlith a pore ﬁ'at.u.re, tesponsible wina.
'rnemx You tor thne BULPCIL anud pucrifice You ana youx Conastaituents

+
alia Collaag“eﬂ Dave HMadwe ik oulr behait. Without You vhere Qoulﬂ e
D . ¥ ; E

\

L

: ¢ Raspectfully submittaed,

R







ANTHONY HARRIS BEY

# 205237

17600 RYAN RD.

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48212

MICHIGAN STATE REPRESENTATIVES & STATE SENATORS
MICHIGAN STATE CAPITOL

Dear Sir/Madam:

To all concerned I am writing this letter in support of those juvenile
lifers, I cannot justifry anyone's crime for whichh they have committed however,
I do believepooplemndnngairgimthedm. and to send a youth 14 to
13 yrs old %o prison with a sentenced without the possibility of parole is
aayingtheycanmtdmnge.hywﬂmmstofthem de not understand what i was
they were getting themselves into most of them were immature 1ittle children
with no responsibility in 1ife other then vhat their parents give tham.

I think those who have been sentenced to 1ife 1in prizon have truly learned
by thelr past mistakes, and now as adults they understand the value gystem, and
if released back into society they will becoms productive citizens tecause iife
is to precicus.

Therefore, I ask you take into account all that has been said about the
Juvenile 1ifers, ana glve them a chance by considering those bills that would
put  a 25 year cap on juveniles sentences and mmke them retroactive.

Yours truly'

Or320ty Yoo Rersf

RVENVENY






Dec 26, 2007

To: SCL
P.O. Box 313
Lake Orion, MI 48362

Fr: Eric Dockett § 193688
17600 Ryan Road
Detroit, MI 48212

RE: SCL Bouse Bill 4403, 4404, and 4405.

Sie/Madam

This letter is written insupport of house bill 4403, 4404, and 4405; and why I've
chcosen to influence anyone who will listen in my cicle of family, friends, and
ligteners. It is over twenty years of observing younth offenders come into the prison
system and become caught bUp, pressured, intimidated, abandon, and influenced by
inmates and guards to a cruel life that offer no hope.

It has always been said that the way we treat our priscners is a reflection of
society as a whole. Do we abandon our children because of a troubled past or do we
help them and award them for growth in behavior, inteliect, and wisdom. Because, the
legacy we leave for our children will reflect our future as a whole. Society young
See and hear what's happening to them without mercy. So tell me how can the old and
infirm expect mercy from a sibling who brother, sister, mother, or father for that
matter was never given a second chance. Do we give more chance to our pets than we
give a human being, who's able to learn and appreciate compassion enough to pass it
on to others. Vote to give second chance legislation a try.

Thank You,

T YN YY,







Jaonuary 2, 2008

James Bryant #130565
R;cn Correctional Facility
17600 Ryan Rd.

Detroit, Mich. 48212

Re: Second Chance Legislation

I have been serving a life sentence for the past 36-years
for my involvement in a robbery Situation which inadvertently
escalated into a fatality. 1 was in my early twenties when
this one incident incaged my life,

Through the years I have sadly witness far too many young men
grow-ug In prison, mostly of color, who committe crimes as
Juveniles. 1 have watched many of them mature on prison soil,
With only a spectrum of hope; these young men are languishing
on prison soil for crimes committed as g boy.

Its time the decision apparatus of this State temper justice
with mercy by affording these “Youth Offenders” g second chance
to make good of their lives, before they become too old to do
anything but create future health woes on the Stofe.

Our Penol system has adopted the ideology of “over-kill” under
the pretense of “Public afety”, but in reality, its the prison
head-count that is more significant. No amount of time nor
regrets can undo the unwise choices we made as a boy, when we
learn better, we do better! Therefore, 1 fully advocate
support for the passage of House Bill 4403, 440%, and 4405,

Sincerely yours,

mes Bryant A
e






12-23-07

THIS LETTER CONCERNS JUVENILE BILL 4403,4606, AND 4405,

As a member OF THE NATIONAL LIFER'S OF AMERICA, INC, CHAPTER 1009.

I would like to address this letter of support to SECOND CHANCE LEGISLATION.

My name is Willjiams-Bey #167-209,

I've been housed with THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS spproximately
27years, and in that 27years I seen quite a few juvenile offenders come in this
system as children; some may make it out while still young. However' on the
other hand it is relevant to review the statistic which shows once in the
system a8 a juvenile, our young youth of tomorrow are here for the duration of
their lifa.

Enclosing I support the Juvenile Bill 100%

Sincerely!
Your's

Williams #167-209






December 26, 2007

T0: Deb LaBelle
Second Chance Legislation
221 N. Main St.- Suite 300
Amn Arbor, MI. 48104

FR: Adam Grant #208274
Kinross Correctional Facility
16770 S. Watertower Drive
Kincheloe, MI, 49788

Re: Second Chance Legislation
Dear Ms, LaBelle,

I am writing in full support of the precepts of the proposed Juvenile Lifer
Bill(s) and am fully willing to present testimony at the hearing or have these
words read on the record.

As a resident of the Michigan Department of Corrections for the last 15 years, at
several facilities, I have met a number of young men sentenced to life. While at
Michigan Reformatory I witnessed many of these boys, 15 or 16 years old, starting

arduous journey that is life in prison at a time when they have no concept of
what life actually is. At other facilities I have met men several years into
these life sentences they have incurred ag Juveniles and witnessed mixed results.
So though I do not fall under this proposed Bill, thus it will not directly
effect me, I fell that as a witness to the results of the current law I do have
something to offer in the argument.

I do believe that the current practice of sentencing juvenile offenders to life
sentences is a sad testimony to the decline of our society. When one is labeled
as "unredeemable' at such a young age it reflects on us all. If we feel there is
no way in which we can save a child we are saying that there is no way we can
save mankind. Until we reverse this trend, and the culture it has created, the
moral downward spiral we seem firmly entrenched in will continue unimpeded.

The direct effects on those boys sentenced to life is as diverse as any other, I
have been blessed to meet some men who have turped their life around and become
upstanding members of the prison community despite their sentences, not because
of them. I have also watched men who were essentially told on one fateful day
that they had no worth believe it and become worthless.

I think it is wholly accepted that children in their teens are impressionable by
nature. By age 14 or 15 there may have already been a great deal of trauma in
their life, which makes "turning them around" a laborious task, but it certainly
is not hopsless. But nothing is gained from tossing them to the wolvas. Nothing
can be gained from this, the only thing that happens is another child is lost!

For the last decade I have been working staunchly at giving many of these
children (now young men) tools to succeed in life. I have asked them to believe
in something that I can not show them there is a reason to believe, but you can
do something I can not. You can give them hope! Something many of them have
never had and a small portion are clinging to with every ounce of their strength,

(1)



I only ask that you give them this and what they do with it is up to them!

I thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. I can not recall who
to attribute this quote to, but it has been said, "Society can be judged by it's
prisoners.” If we all could see the truth in this then maybe we would stop
warehousing prisoners and begin to focus on releasing men! Again, thank you.

Sincerely,

(Mo ok

Adam D.Grant

cc: file

(2)



Ms. Deborah Labelle
Second Chance Legislation
221 N, Main Street Suite 300
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

Anthony J, Pallitto
No. 202144 / E1-04

Khnnsscxurectn:xu.ﬂuﬂlity
16770 Watertower Drive

Kincheloe, MI, 49788
Dececter 27, 2007

Dear Ms, Labelle:

Recently I attended a xeeting where the subject of the
(Juvenile Life Without Parole Initiative) was discussed,
I have been reading, and researching, this grave concern
along with your articles on this imperative subject for
some time now, I understand that you are now preparing
for hearings to be held in regards to this matter. I have
been encouraged to submit written testimony in support of
the passage of this vital piece of legislation,

Upon advocating that rehabilitation should of been
interjected while we were all still in school in the programs
that I facilitate I am a firm believer that 1life sentences,
particularly without any possibility of parole, are
inappropriate for juvenile offenders. This 1is becaunse
juveniles do not possess the full mental development to
make rational decisions, understanding that their actions
manifest consequences. Plus sentencing juveniles to 1life
without paroele can not get them the rehabilitation they
need in this type of environment,

I strongly support the pPassage of this legislation (SCL)
that would allow parole eligibility for offenders under
18 years old who has served 10 calendar years of any imposed
sentence (life or long inderminate sentence), regardless
of when the juvenile committed the crime.

Sincerely,

AH%QORY J. PALLITTO



John E. Scott Jr. #162504
Kinross Correctional Facility
16770 Watertower Drive
Kincheloe, Michigan 49788

Deborah Labelle

Second Chance Legislation
221 N. Main Street Suite 300
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

Dear Ms. Labelle:

I recently attended a meeting where the subject of the Juvenile
Life without Parole Initiative was discussed. I have been
reading, with increasing concern, your recent articles on the
subject of Juvenile Life Without parole Initiative. I understand
that you are now preparing for hearings to be held in regards
to this matter. I have been encouraged to submit written
testimony in support of the passage of this wvital piece of
legislation.

I am a firm believer that life sentences, particularily without
any possibility of parocle, are inappropriate for juvenile
offenders. This is because juveniles do not possess the mental
maturity of an adult to make rational decisions, understand
the consequences of their actions, or in their defense. More
importantly, rehabilitation should be considered as a primary
objective when sentencing children, not a 1ife sentence without
any future beyond prison.

I strongly support the passage of this legislation that would
allow parcle eligibility for offenders under 18 years old who
has served 10 calendar years of .any imposed sentence (;ife or
long indeterminate'éentence), regardless of when the juvenile
committed the crime.

e oS T

John E. Scott Jr.
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JERRY W. LASHUAY 176424
KINROSS CORR FACILITY
16770 S. WATERTOWER DRIVE
KINCHELOE, MI. 49788

December 25, 2007

This letter 1s not being written as a plea for release on my
behalf, but on behalf of future juveniles who may be sentenced
to an adult prison 1in Michigan.

Michigan's prisons are places where predatory adults target
the weak, juvenile offenders and play wupon their fears,
inexperience, and youthful stature o coerce them into sexual
slavery. When such events occur to children who are not under
the sanction of law, we denounce it as criminal and spare no
resource in our efforts to rescue them from such depravity.
Yet what 1s criminal 1in another circumstance is overlooked by
this state's criminal justice system and condoned by the
Michigan Department of Corrections,

To sentence a child to an adult prison where he will be preyed
upon 1is amoral; to sentence a child to spend his life 1in such
@ place as a result of a determination that he is beyond all
rehabilitative efforts 1s inhuman, and tantamount to an exXecution
of his soul. In refusing to sentence Nathaniel Abraham,
convicted of a shooting that occurred when he was 11 years old,
to life, Judge Eugene Authur Moore voiced a criticism of life
sentences for juveniles: "Don't ask the judge to look into a
crystal ball today and predict 5 years down the road. Gave
the juvenile system a chance to rehabilitate. Don't predict
today, at sentencing, whether the child will or will not be
rehabilitated, but keep the options open."

A survey by Wayne State University of Michigan citizens
discovered that, when given alternatives, only 5% supported
the practice of sentencing children to 1life without parole.
Michigan Judges and politicians have not been endowed with the
power of God. Therefore, let them not rush to exorcise
delinguent youth from the cradle of humanity, but have the
courage of a Judye Moore to refuse a legislative mandate that
he, and the will of the Michigan people, knew in his own soul
to be wrong.

The Russian novelist Leo Tolstoy once wrote that a country can
be judged by the way 1t treats 1ts children and 1its prisoners.
How then will thas legisliative body be judged, now that it has
the opportunity to reinforce the worth of our Michigan children?



JERRY W. LASHUAY 176424
KINROSS CORR FACILITY
16770 S. WATERTOWER DRIVE
KINCHELOE, MI. 49788

SECOND CHANCE LEGISLATION
c/0 DEBORAH LARELLE

221 N. MAIN STREET, STE. 300
ANN ARBOR, MI. 48104

DECEMBER 25, 2007

Dear Ms. LaBelle,
Enclosed, please find a copy of a letter that I'd like you to

consider reading into the record at the House meeting on January
23rd. 1I'm sending an identical letter to the Belleville group.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

A\ Cﬁék\_ﬁ____
& W. LASHUAY



Second Chance Legislation for Juveniles
PO BOX 313
LAKE ORION, MI 48362

John D. Clay-Bey #A145094
Lakeland Correctional Facility
141 First st.

Coldwater, MI 49036

December 26, 2007A.D.
Re: Second Chance Legislation
Dear Second Chance Legislation for Juveniles,

First let me say that T applaud your efforts to introduce Legisiation
that will stop children from being sentenced to 1live the rest of their
lives in prison. T pray that the law Makers of this State will listen
wvith an open heart to what you have to say and that hopefully no other

down had to!

Although I was 18 at the time of ny sentencing, I was convicted of a
crime I committed at the age of (17) Seventeen. At the time of my arrest
I had no prior criminal record, Juvenile or Adult. I was sentenced to
SECOND DEGREE PAROLABLE LIFE and I am now (50) Fifty years old and stil]
on lock down. I have spent the past 32 years and 3 months striving to be
@ better person than that child who committed that Tthorrible
crime. Although wy prison record is marginal, T have had no mlsconducts
in the past 11 years. T have spent my time wisely by getting an
education, I have completed my G.E.D. and have 36 College credits
towards an Associates in Business Management. T have completed a Food
Service Apprenticeship Program and am certified by the United States
Department of Labor in Cooking (Institutional). I have also completed
the Business Education Technology course here and am certified in Office
2000 computer programming. At present I am the Lead Cook on the AM shift
here at Lakeland.

At present I have no outside support that can bring light to the fact
that I have been incarcerated so long, so I can truly appreciate the

I realize that by me serving a parolable life sentence that T may not be
effected by these particular Bills. Yet it is my sincerest hope that
what you are doing wili bring about some substantive changes in the
Judicial and Corrections systems in Michigan. I find it ironic that as
adults we consider those who are prayed upon as children, as innocent
victims, yet when those same innocent children commit a crime, all of a
sudden they are responsible adults! Our Society sends out mixed messages
to our children.

T must admit that when children comuit horrible crimes that they should



be punished, but from personal experience, I know that locking them away
for the rest of their 1lives serves no purpose and is very costly to a
society morally and financially. To date the tax paying citizens of
Michigan have spent over $800,000.00 to keep me incarcerated and that
doesn't take into account the fact that I am now on Blood Pressure
medication as well as Thyroid medication which makes the cost of housing
me higher each year. The saddest part about all of this is that I am not
alone there are hundreds of individuals like myself already in the
system and unless the mindset of the Law makers change in Michigan the
worst 1s yet to come!

Again I thank you for the efforts that you are making for all those

concerned. And I pray that God is pleased by what you do for humanity's
sake and that His blessings be upon you and all those you love.

T2 D Clt Ay

John Delaney Clay-Bey (#X145094 V




December 21, 2007

SCL

Attn: Hearing

PO Box 313

Lake Orion, M1 48362

RE: Senate Bills 0006, 0009, 0028 and 0040

To Whom This May Concern:
I ' would like to speak at the hearing scheduled for January 23, 2008.

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter mailed yesterday that will give the
reasons I support the above bills.

Sincerely,
Bty
Betty Strunk

PO Box 142 -~ 300 Cherry Street
LeRoy, M1 49655
231-768-4758



December 20, 2007

SCL

Attn: Hearing

PO Box 313

Lake Orion, M1 48362

RE: Senate Bills 0006, 0009, 0028 and 0040

To Whom This May Concern:

My son was sentenced to life without chance of parole over 20 years ago for a crime he committed
at the age of 16. That he should be punished severely for his crime goes without saying, but life
without parole seems an unjust sentence.

Since incarceration, he has been an exemplary prisoner. He has taken many educational courses
and passed them with high marks, always held a job, and helps others whenever possible. 1 feel he
has turned his life around completely in the last 20 years.

During the last few years I have become involved with Second Chance legislation. After reading
the histories of some of the children sentenced to life without parole it has become apparent to me
that Michigan law as it now stands is unjust. So many of these young people have truly turned their
Jives around and could be a productive part of society given a chance.

It would be easy for me to quote you statistics and stories of these young people but 1 am sure you
will be receiving a great deal of this type of information. The bottom line — it is inhumane to
sentence a young person to a possible 70+ years of life behind bars.

I pray you can find it in your heart to consider the lives these bilis would affect. The number of
lives may not be large, but they are very important lives.

Sincerely,

Betty Strunk

PO Box 142 — 300 Cherry Street
LeRoy, MI 49655
231-768-4758



REQUEST TO PRESENT AN ORAL TESTIMONY RE: JUVENILE BILLS

Name: Rebecca Medina
Address: 2631 W. Predmore Rd.
QOakland, MI. 48363

Email: mamil952 @att.net

Telephone: 248-693-6544
Profession: Retired Teacher
My reasons for supporting the juvenile bills:

I support the juvenile house bills 4402-4405 because as a high school teacher, | learned that
children are often impulsive, making bad decisions, yet they do grow up. No child should be written off
as hopeless, and teenagers are just big children.

Teenagers hould be held accountable for their crimes, but within a system which shows faith in
their rehabilitation. Children CAN be rehabilitated. To sentence a minor to a life sentence negates this
possibility. We have a “correctional” system, which by its very name states that our society’s goalisto
correct the future behavior of inmates through a rehabilatative program.

One of my former students got into drugs at age sixteen. He was an impetuous boy to begin
with, and drugs did nothing to help his impulsive nature. He kilied his drug dealer in a drug-related
dispute and has been in the prison system for over twelve years now. In these past twelve years, this
confused boy has evolved into a mature young man who sees the world in a very different way. He has
grown up. He has availed himself of the many rehabilatative programs offered in prison. He has worked
within the prison system fostering peace, facilitating “Cage the Rage” sessions. He has obtained his
G.E.D. and is pursuing a college degree through correspondence. He would very much like to mentor
troubled youths one day, if paroled. | have infinite respect for the young man he has become. | hope
that if the juvenile bills pass, he will be allowed to realize his dream. He is certainly an example of a

rehabilitated person.

I would like to present an oral testimony at the January 23 hearing, if you see fit. Otherwise,
please accept this as my written testimony.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,






December 21, 2007

Mary Alto
3116 Pittsburg St.
Ft. Wayne, IN 46803

Michigan House of Repremsentatives
House Representetive Mr. Pagyl Conding
PO Box 36014

Lensing, MI 3B909-D135

Mr. Conding,

On behslf of my ason, Gregory Wines, I would like to teatify at an
upcaming cummitiee meeing scheduled January 23, 2008 concerning
House Hills 4402, 4403, 4404 and, 4405, Enclosed please find an
outline snd copy of my planned spsasch.

I would lika to teke this opportunity thank yeu for all you've
dong to ensure that these bills receive a faip heering and
ansuring passags of them. I lcook forward toward your approval of
my tastimony and thenk you for your tise snd assistance in this
matter.

e oy £ Qoo

Mary Alto
(260)-420-3707

3116 Pittsburg 5t.
Ft. Wayna, IN 46803

gt file
scl



Dutling

. Short introduction about my son and the realizations ha's had
since the tima of his crime.

. Reading of a letter shared with me from Gregory te his
Victim's mother.



For somsons tp say that s child today is what they will he
tomorrow is e sad statement. e all grow and change throughout
cur lifetims. Howsver, our children are the most suceptible 4p
growth and change. My son realizeas that ths things he partook in
contributed tao an awful chain of avents, He realizes now, that
this one cholce in life as s child has hurt many .

Its been through growth and meturity thet Greg has coms to
grips with his actions and what thoss sctions resul tad in, {.e.
tha consequances., As a fully grown man ha's forced to live with
the dacisions h2 mads as 3 child and harbors the guilt from those
actions. I believa, if you'll take the time to listen to a
lettar ha's written, you too will sea the realizaetions he has
reached in his 1ife and tha strife hg deals with,

This latter was eriginally  writtan an
February 23, 2006, but bacause I've hesn
unable to find you I've also bean unable to
send 1t. I've attempted to locats you and in
fact, on Hay 34, 2006 sent three lattars tn
parsans listed as "Auw" in hopes of finding
you but, to dete I've received no response,
Its my hope that I'll be able to rasch you
through whatever means I may find in the
future. This is why I've decided to save the
letter below,

Dear Mras. Auw Februery 23, 2n06

I've thought about this letter & willion
times and I've written it in my mind just as
many timeas, Unfortunatsly, that's alwaya
baen the problem. Drafting it in my mind,

pg. 1



snd putting it to paper gmegmed to be two
antirely different things. Its always been
just toao difficult to find the "right" thing
to asay.

I reamlize tonday thet there is no right thing
to say. I ruined your life. Its hard for me
to say that and I'm slow to writa this
hacauss my eyes ars filling with tears. 1
know that I burt you in e way that no one
gelse ever has or ever could.

For so many years I couldn't understand why I
was hers, what did I do te get here? I
alwaya thought because I didn't kill sanyone
and I never wanted Kristy to dis 1 shouldn't
have gotten Lifa. Then, like a amack in the
face, it hit me. 1 am the rsascn that she
died. Its now that I have to ssk for your
forgivensss Mra. Auw. I can nevar forgive
mysalf, I can't, I know that I've caused you
so much paein, your entire family.

It took ma avar five yeara to realizs the
magnitude of my crimae, to underatend that the
1ittle bit I did, or didn't do, contributed
to your loss, to Kristy's loss. I didn't
sven understesnd wuwhat they meant when thay
said that I was sentenced to Life, it didn't
ragister until much leter. I understand that
gantence nou. Howaver, tha sentence that's
more difficult for me, whether incarcereted
or free, is always remembsring that night,
I'1l never forget thaet and the gullt from
that night is so overwhslming that I can't

ng. 2



explain how it faels,

I want you to know I've changed Mrs., Auw.
I'm no longsr the 17 year oald child whe
doesn't think ebout how his choices in life

will affect othars or himsalf. I think,
reflect end esven harp on ths decisions I'11
make today, I contemplate, waigh and,

evaluate the consequences of every decision I
make and how it might impact others,

I've taken it upon myself to tell pthers how
negative choliecea in life can affsct othars,
I let peaple kriow that I forever live with
the death af Kristy on my consclence. I try
to warn others to tseke heed in what I say
because, I know from experience, choicess can
drastically affect your 1life and the lives of
80 many others,

I want se badly to bring Kristy bhack Mrs,
Auw, I went to takas your pain away but, I
kngw that I cantt. I'm so sorry for that
Mra. Auw,

biriting this has begen tha most difficult
thing {n my 1ife by far. I've uwaented to
write this for so long but thes words just
couldn't find their way to paper and, if they
did I'd screp it knowing you hatsd ma and
wouldn't taks the time to read them. "I'm
soarry® always sounded so pathetic and
lacking, but its all I have Mre. Auw. T want
80 _badly to make up for the things that I did
but, I know in reality there's nothing I can

pg. 3



do toc make up for the loss I've ceused you,
I'm unsure if snything brings you solace but,
I hope that knowing I never stop thinking of
you, Kristy or her femily might halp. I
think of you every day and hope that you are
okay, that the hurt isn't as bsd as it once
was, I know thsat it will never go awsy, but I
da hope for it to Fade.

I can only hops that my spologies will help
in your hesling. I esk for forgliveness but,
slso understend if you can't give that at
this time. I know that what I've done should
he un«~forgivabls but, I hope that someday
you'll find £t in your heart te forgiva me,
Plessr take care.

Sincersly,

Gregory Wines

ng. &4
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Bruce A. Cameron
1968 Pageant Way
Holt, Michigan 48842

March 6, 2007

Governor Jennifer Granholm
111 S. Capitol Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48909
Re: Karl B. Strunk prison clemency

Dear Governor Granholm:

I am writing you about a man who has been in the Michigan prison system now for
over twenty years. He was sixteen years old when he was sentenced to life without
parole for taking his fathers life.

I have known Karl since early 1993 at which time I saw a frightened, confused young
man with very little hope for his future or his freedom. During the past several years I
have witnessed Karl to grow in character, education, work ethic and preparation for a
good life after prison.

We have enclosed copies of his case profile, the mitigating factors, prison conduct,
mental health, prison programs completed, employment skills, family and community
support. Two other enclosures are the catalyst of his delinquent behavior; and why he
finds it difficult to forgive himself. The information is about eleven pages and if needed
we can supply any additional information concerning Karl.

Both my wife and 1 are retired educators with a combined total of over sixty years in
the public and private education of teenagers. I was able to work with Karl as a teacher-
meator for the better part of two years and was very impressed on his growth, faith and
willingness to make a better life for himself, The best friend of Karl’s father, as well as
the juvenile-probate judge, has no opposition to Karl receiving a commutation. QOver six
months ago his mother filed an application for commutation and as of this date, my wife
and I have not yet to hear of what the status is with her humble request.

‘Both my wife and 1 would sincerely appreciate if 2 member of your staff as well as
you would investigate Karl’s case with the MDOC parole board and give him sincere
consideration for the time he has served. We are most willing to meet with you and staff
as well as any others on behalf of Karl. Our home phone is (517) 694-5784. Thank you
for your time and serious consideration.

Sincerely,

Bruce A. Cameron






December 21, 2007

Betty Groas
4% . Alden St.
Coldwater, MI 49038

Michigan House of Representstivas
House Reprasentative Mr. Psul Canding
PO Hox 30014

Langing, MI 489035-0135

Mr. Conding,

I would 1like to teatify at the upcoming Committae meating
addrassing Houss Billg LaD2, 4403, K404 and, 4405, I'va angloasd
ah outline of tha highlights of my testimony, If you would
pleass review this and lat me know 1F I'11 be allowsd to give my
tastimany I would greatly appreciste it,

Thank you for your time, Bupport and sssistance in this matter.
I also would parsocnally liks +to thank you for initially
introducing such bills on hehalf of mysalf and my grandson.

Sinceraly,

Batty Gross
(517)-279-4993%

43 W, Alden St.
Coldwater, MI 49036

ge: file
scl



futline of Paints Cavered

» Gragory's hlstory with me. Exampla: How long I've known hinm
and several experiences I've had with him.

« Why Gregory committed the crime ha did. His involvement
tharein.

. Gregory's realization end attempt to do the right thing.
Example: How ha reported the crime, his full cooperation with
suthoritiss and, his providing eruciasl evidenca for the
prosecution.

. The guilt Gregory dezls with. Exampla: A conversation wa had
about how lucky he realizss we should feal for our visits and the
loes, in cantrast, to that of Kristy's family.

. Gregory as a pgrown man and the growth and positive changes
he's made. Example: Involvement in Grand Valley State's
Community darking Classics II program.

. Gragory's dasirs to have a chance at l1ifa as he's naever
experienced, s grown, maturs free man.

. why I suppert these bills and why they should be passed.

» tthy our children need to be treated a3 children and why
Gregory is an axample of what heppene when ws don't do this.

G‘“Qﬁ‘lﬂ‘“\ Wan ey ¥ 03%7/



Juvenile Legislation Hearing Testimony December 27, 2007
Dear Legislators,

I, Julie Keefer, am founder and director of MorningStar Adventures, Inc., a religious, charitable, non-
profit retreat and spiritual life center in LeRoy Michigan. T have advocating for Second Chance
Legislation for the past three years since being in correspondence with Karl Strunk, a prisoner in the
Kinross Correctional Facility in the U.P. T knew Karl only slightly when he was a teen, but know his mom,
Betty. Karl was her only child. T walked with her through some very difficult months fellowing Karl's
murder of his father. Karl was sixteen. That was over twenty yedars ago. He was given life
imprisonment without parale. Yes, at sixteen. That means, unless you intervene, Karl will spend more
Time in prison than most lifers. There are at least 300 youthful of fenders in Michigan suffering the
same fate as Karl.

Through my correspondence with Karl since August of 2005, when he initiated it, T have been deeply
touched by this mar's capacity to turn his life around and be determined to make something of himself
because of his remorse for the crime he committed. He has consistently taken responsibility for his
actions and expressed remorse and suffering for the suffering he caused his family and himself
through this act. He has also taken initiative to learn and to create a life of meaning and service for
himself in prison. T have been impressed by the quality of his observations, insights, curiosity,
sensitivity, understanding and compassion, both for other inmates and in his responses to me.

1 asked Kar! to write about an incident he had alluded to in the events leading up to his crime. He
responded with the story of a very unfortunate and violating experience that happened to him when he
was yet a young and nafve teen, which set the stage for adolescent guilt, fear, confusion, insecurity,
anger, rebeilion and sexual acting out, which all culminated in killing his “best friend”. He has written
about this, as well as his experience of prison, on a website that a friend has created for him to post
his writings. Karl thinks and writes very well. The website is: www.sixteenandlife.com .

He was a prime example of teenage confusion, guitt, fear, compensation and desperate anger acted out
in a vielent way because of peer pressure and the lack understanding and guidance for what he was
going through. I believe parent’s and society can underestimate the power of a juvenile’s need to feel
seen, heard and accepted for who they are, , and the unconscious, negative ways they can manifest in
order to get the attention they are desperate for. They do this, of course, at the expense of their
true needs which they do not understand nor have skills to meet. T know this was true in Karl's case.

Karts iife sentence without parole was unjust for a sixteen year old who did not have the emotional
support needed at a critical time in his formation and couid spend more years in prison than a lifer who
committed such a crime at a later age, virtually his whole life. It is also un just because Karl has
changed his life and become a contributing member of society. He has become o Master Gardener and
uses those skills in the prison and for the local community. He is also using his writing skills to reach
out to teens who have had similar struggles, and is speaking out about the health care situation in
prisons, which is pretty dismal. Prisoners, such as Karl, who undertake such personal programs of
learning, self-renewal and service as a way to take responsibility for their crime, especially need the
opportunity to have a second chance in society. To fail to honor this would be a reflection of our
society’s moral faiiure. Also, their willingness to become a contributing member and positive leader in
the society in which they have been incarcerated, and beyond when possible, is to fail them and those
who have to pay for this incarcerated society. Incarceration is an opportunity for a young mind to
wake up and learn from their negative experiences. Kar] has done this. Many others also do. Karl is
bright and creative in his writing skills and very connected to the natural world that is around him,
which his letters convey. He considers himself a pacifist, and although he is a very tall and fit man, he



tells me he will not defend himself with viclence against prisoner’s who seek to assoult him. It takes
an inner spark and spirit to deal with the kind of realities Kar! has had to live with, yet stiil have the
motivation and tenacity to create a meaningful life for himself and for those around him. T believe
that Karl would make a very positive confribution to society if given the chance beyond prison walls. I
believe he would make a strong contribution to the betterment of society because he has tried to do
that where he is. He is a leader, as his prison work experience testifies. His web site postings would
also give you a good idea of his quality of thinking and his character. Yes, youthful of fenders need a
second chance to prove themselves, not be given life sentences without parole. Not to de that is, to
me, is a crimel

There are stories of other youthful offenders who undertake their program of reform. We must not
turn our backs on these person’s who can make a positive contribution to our society. A life sentence
for youthful offenders misses the possibility that through their crime they can come to terms with
their lives and have wisdom to share with those who may fall into the same destructive, youthful
patterns as they did.

Please, give Karl Strunk and other juvenile offenders a chance. It's a sad and unjust thing to deny a
repentant person's heart the chance to make its desired contribution to our society in freedom. I
know Karl's mother and friends feel the same way, even though we know Karl created a lot of chaos in
the home and beyond. Neither of his parents could imagine what had happened to Karl to send him on
this perilous path. Karl felt too much shame and guitt for what he had done to his father to be
conscious enough to tell his parents or authorities what had happened to him to influence this very
wrong turn. How many other youthful of fenders have been caught up in similar, unfortunate
circumstances? We cannot afford to just look at the crimes, but take a closer look at the unmet needs
of the criminals, then work to help them meet them if they will so that they may make a creative
return to society.

Please, consider supporting what is just for Karl and other youthful of fenders by supporting this
legislation, especially at this time when prisons represent a big drain on Michigan's struggling economy.
T know that Kar! would make a fine contribution toward re-building the Michigan we would alf like o
re-build. He, I'm sure, is not the only one worthy of this second chance.

Thank you for considering support of this legislation.

Sincerely) » 7%,\/"

Julie D. XeefqrsFounder and Director
MorningStar Adventures, Inc.

20564 MorningStar Trail

LeRoy, MI 45655

231-768-4368

e-mail: morningstar@netonecom net

On behalf of:

Kar Strunk A-191949

Michigan Department of Corrections
Kinross Correctional Facility

16770 Watertower Drive

Kincheloe, MI, 49783
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Il College of Liberal Arts

== TEMPLE UNIVERSITY®

Department of Psychology

Laurence Steinberg, Ph.D.
Distinguished University Professor
- Laura H. Carnell Professor of Psychology

May 24, 2007

Mr. Gregory Wines

#238711

Muskegon Correctional Facility
2400 S. Sheridan Rd.
Muskegon, MI 49442-6298

Dear Mr. Muskegon:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter concerning proposed legislation to eliminate LWOP for

e b ks T R T o - Ry ATpad

N e el s

individuals whose crimes were committed before age 18. As I'm sure you know, many states are

reconsidering their LWOP laws.

I am one of many scientists who are frequently asked to testify before state and federal bodies on

juvenile justice policy, and as you might expect, given you familiarity with my work, [ am an

opponent of LWOP for juveniles.

I try to help the cause when I can by giving testimony when asked or submitting relevant written
materials. If [ receive a request to testify before the Michigan legislature, I will certainly do my

best to do so or to arrange for a suitable substitute. 1 hope you understand that it is not always
possible for me to fit in the many requests I receive to speak on juvenile justice issues into my

schedule.
Sincerely,

) GYBsten

Department of Psychology e Temple University o Philadelphia, PA 19122

215-204-7485  215-204-5539 (fax)  lds@temple.cdu



August 27, 2007

To: Whom It May Concern
From: Mrs. Nancy Hendrick
Re: John Polick #{4479%

During the 1980°s, I was a Recreation Supervisor at the lonia Temporarv Correctional
Facility (a.k.a. Deerfield Correctional Facility). John was our clerk in the Athletic
Department. He was prompt to work, dependable and a hard worker.

John worked well between the staff and inmates. He helped with the recreational
activities, officiating games, overseeing the inventory of recreational equipment. He was
willing to work extra duties as needed and helped with holiday events.

He let the staff know about any concerns. For instance, there was a softball game where
two inmates started to fight and had bats in their hands. I broke up the fight. Later that

day, John expressed his concern about my safety during that situation, I appreciated his
insight and willingness to let me know that I could have been in great danger.

For the past ten years, I have been a general education and resource room teacher in a
public school. T have shared my knowledge and experiences of working in the Michigan
Correctional system with the students.

{ have continued to cotrespond with John and feel that he would not be a threat to the
public if he was given his freedom. Many times { have shared John’s story with my
students and they find it hard to believe that he has been incarcerated for over 30 years,
Students feel that there are others who have done worse and didn’t serve much time.

Johu has continued to stay in contact with his parents and family. This is so very
important to have parental support and [ know that he would be welcomed home. Also,
there would be family and friends that would help him get a job. 1 would not hesitate at
hirimg him for a job or having my name given as a job reference.

[t you have any questions, please feel free to contact me: Nancy Hendrick, 13775 Jackson
Road, Lake Odessa M1 48849,
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December 27, 2007

Dear Representatives;

I, Lynette Jackson, am writing this letter to show my support for the juvenile
bills 4402 4403 4404 4405. I feel Aron Knall #194329 is a good candidate for
these proposals. He was convicted as an adult at the young age of fourteen. He will
be thirty-seven years old this year. I believe he, like so many other juvenile
offenders, deserves a second chance. And I am willing to do whatever it takes to
get these bills into effect as soon as possible. Thank you in advance for all your
support and consideration.

Sincerely,
Lynette Jackson

Teacher Assistant
Detroit, Michigan 48204






December 27, 2007

The Honorable State Representatives
Lansing, Michigan

Dear Representatives;

On behalf of Aron Knall #194329, I, Delana Pittman, am writing this letter
to show my supportt for the juvenile house bills 4402, 4403, 4404, and 4405, 1 feel
Mr. Knall, along with many other inmates, deserve an opportunity for a second
chance at life. Not just a chance at their own life, but the lives of their children. A
second chance to devote something more to the community they took from not
realizing their own self destruction. I support these bills because when I think of
the outrageous sentences given to children it hurts my heart. When I think of the
immature child I was in my teens sometimes [ wonder how I made this far. Like
others, I made poor decisions in my youth, but to this day [ couldn’t tell you what I
was thinking in half those situations. Like every other evolving person, these

“juveniles deserve the chance to help the next generation not make the same
mistakes, to support their families, and to pursue their dreams after they have paid

a reasonable amount of debt to society.

Sincerely,

Delana J. Pittman RDH, BS
Registered Dental Hygienist
Detroit, Michigan 48227

delanapittman @hotmail.com
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My name is Tameca Young, | support the House Bilis
4402, 4403, 4404 and 4405. My husband Paul Young was
sentenced to life in prison without parole when he was
seventeen years old. He has spent more than twenty years
in prison so far. He has spent more time incarcerated than
he had living in society. | don't understand how we can think
it's o k to put a child in a cell and just wait for them to grow
up, grow old and die. The only thing they have to look
forward to is getting old and drying so they can be free
again.

If this was going on in other countries the people of the
United States would be in an uproar. How can people think
i's good to do such a thing. | have a fourteen year old son
who talks to his Step-father in prison more than his birth
father. My husband gives him advise about being a teenage
male. The sad part is he can only tell him so much because
his expericenes stopped at seventeen.

How can we as a society sentence a minor to life in
prison without parole when we as a society say that due to
their lack of emtional and mental capability they can't:

1) Enter into a contract.

2) Buy alcohol

3) Vote for the people that make or change the laws
4) Join the military

9) work cetain kinds of jobs



We as a society say they can't handle the
consequences of their actions. We have told these children
good-bye and the next time we see you it will be in a pine
box. There are so many kids that were wrongfully sentences
and we need to put a stop to this and correct the wrongs that
we have made.

Sincerly,

Tameca R Young



Ayanna Solgate December 21, 2007
2335 Berkley Ct.
Saginaw, MI 48601

To Whom It May Concern:

I'am writing in support to the House Bills 4402, 4403, 4404 and 4405, 1 support these
House Bills for many reasons, I have a loved one who is incarcerated at Carson City
Correctional Facility, his name is Mario Henderson (Woods) #212651. He was
incarcerated as a juvenile and has been incarcerated for seventeen years for a crime that
he did not commit. Mario is innocent and currently has his case in the U.S. District Court
of Eastern Michigan in Detroit, MI. His incarceration has been very painful for me and
his family. Mario has an eighteen year old daughter who he has remained close to during
his incarceration.

1 strongly support these bills and would like to see them pass. Ido believe individuals
deserve a second chance. Sometimes our youth are guided in the wrong direction and
make poor choices. I do believe as we get older we become wiser. 1 plan to be at the
hearing on January 23, 2008 to show my support of the above bills, If you have any
questions, please contact me at (989)239-9768. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Qlyorem 30T

Ayanna Solgate
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January 21, 2008

Toe Whom It May Concern:

My name is Margaret Roberts. I am the mother of Nicole Ann Dupure, who is a
prisoner at the Robert Scott Correctional Facility in Plymouth. I am also the
grandmother of Samantha, now 3, who I am raising since her mom cannot.

Nicole was sentenced to life without parole on April 6, 2006. At that time she
was 19 years old. The crime that she was convicted for accurred in April 2004
— at that time she was 17 years old.

I do not have a full understanding of the law in regards to youth offenders;

I do know that I sat through a trial for my daughter, while she was charged
with conspiracy to commit murder, and sentenced to life without parole. There
was no solid evidence to support this harsh judgment, only the testimony of her
then boyfriend, who confessed to committing this crime, and who also stated
that this was Nicole's idea and that she helped him. This testimony came after
he was offered a deal of 2™ degree murder sentence for his cooperative
testimony against my daughter.

I'am not saying that my daughter had no part in this crime. I myself, do not
know the extent of her involvement. I have (had to) come to the realization
that only 3 people know the truth, one of them being poor Shirfey, the woman
who was killed, who was also the kindest woman I knew. But I also feel that
while I may never know the truth, I cannot give up on my daughter,

I have taiked to counselors, who have opinions that a young person’s brain is
not fully developed until they are in their early to mid twenties. If that is so,
then how can our court system send young peopie to jail without the chance of
rehabilitation?!! What if there is a chance that they can see their poor
judgments, and stil! become good, responsible adults? Is that not where the
term “correctional facility” derives from?

I also want to know why the UK doesn't share in our legal policies? I am toid
that their first priority is to try to rehabilitate their youth, before sending them
away without the possibility of parole.

I am in support of the bili that legisfature would pass so that my daughter, and
those like her, could go before a parole board rather than just being sent away
without the chance of rehabilitation to someday return to society.

Thark you for reading this.

Margaret M. Roberts






